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Perspectives on Nature Conservation 
 

• Perspective study shows the kind of interaction and communication that 

people have to experience within the conservation area (Muhumuza & 

Balkwill, 2013).  
 

• Subsequently determine their support for conservation efforts. 
 

• Local support and participation are important to achieve long-tem 

conservation goals ( Allendorf 2007; Mamo, 2015). 
 

• The national park and its surrounding communities are highly dependent on 

each other.  
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 1 



Factors Influencing Local Perceptions 
 

• Various research initiatives have been conducted to study their attitudes.  
 

• Factors include socio-economic benefits generated from tourism (Eraqi, 

2007), human-wildlife conflicts (Thondhlana & Cundill, 2017), awareness of 

park existence, socio-demographic variables and others (Jaafar et al., 2013, 

Upadhyay, 2014). 
 

• Importance role of religion, culture values, traditions and beliefs in moulding 

local attitudes towards environmental protection.       

INTRODUCTION 1 



• Little work has specifically implemented to examine the environmental 

attitudes of indigenous people who are practicing animism. 

 

• Research on conservation perspectives of the Batek Negrito ethnic group in 

Malaysia is still new.  

 

• This study provides a significant contribution for the government and non-

government conservation agencies by generating useful information: 

  Indigenous cultural and traditional practices  

  Understanding of the Batek community involvement in environmental 

management of the national park.  

RESEARCH GAPS 1 



 

•To explore the cultural and traditional practices of the Batek Negrito who are 

living next to Taman Negara Pahang in Kuala Tahan and the impact on their 

support for nature conservation.   

 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 1 



METHODS 2 

Study area: Taman Negara Pahang, Kuala Tahan Malaysia.  



METHODS 2 

Study area: Taman Negara Pahang, Kuala Tahan Malaysia.  



METHODS 2 

Study area: Taman Negara Pahang, Kuala Tahan Malaysia.  



 

•Two qualitative methods to achieve the objectives:  

in-depth interviews and non-participant 

observations.  

 

•Purposive sampling to select 5 Batek respondents 

from three villages - Kampung Dedari, Kampung 

Pagi, and Kampung Trengan.  

 

•Labov’s (1982) evaluation model of narrative.  

 

•Narrative analysis - investigating the experience of 

respondents through their stories telling.   

 

 

METHODS 2 



Forest as ‘Real Home’ and ‘Supermarket’   
 

 

•Batek respondents were of the view to support the nature conservation and 

they regarded forest as ‘true home’. 

 

•A respondent claimed that money does not mean ‘big thing’, they have never 

think to be rich in their lives.  

 

  … I mean Batek  people do not need to have a lot of money. We need only 

  the food because we just wanted to survive.  
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RESULTS & DISCUSSION 3 



Forest as ‘Real Home’ and ‘Supermarket’   
 

 

•A Batek hunter used the word ‘supermarket’ to portray the importance of 

rainforest in providing variety of food sources for their community.  
 

 

  … I collect kayu wangi [gaharu wood], fruits, pine leaves, damar [resin]  

   and others for own use. Sometimes I also sell them to Malay villagers for    

  exchanging the salt, rice and other foodstuffs… so this forest is our  

  supermarket! 
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Knowledge and Awareness of Sustainability 
 

• Developed over thousands of years through their vast experience on 

environmental management.  
 

• “We protect the national park” and “we make strict control” to uphold 

the homeland.  
 

• “We do not open the front door” to show their high awareness and 

attempts in defending their forest. 

• Hunt the male of the species and strictly prohibit their members to kill female 

animals for breeding purpose.  

• Only hunt small animals for main source of protein, but the big mammals 

would be protected.     
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Knowledge and Awareness of Sustainability 
 

•Observations conducted in Kampung Dedari - the traditional knowledge of 

Batek to utilise forest resources in a sustainable manner: blowpipe hunting 

and fire-making skill. 
 

 

•In parallel with the conclusion made by Lye (2002) who argued that the forest 

landscape provides an important source of Batek’s knowledge since the forest 

is where their environmental and social knowledge develops.  
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Knowledge and Awareness of Sustainability 
 

1.They practiced their traditional hunting method which is called blowpipe 

(sumpit).  

 

RESULTS & DISCUSSION 3 

About 2 metres long, 

blowpipe is made of 

bamboo and the bullet 

or mouth piece is 

made from damar.  



Knowledge and Awareness of Sustainability 

2. Ancient technique on fire-making without the use of matches and lighters 

where all materials used were from the plants.  
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Animistic Beliefs 
 

• Aboriginal beliefs, cultures and traditions - prime contributor to supportive 

attitudes. 
 

• They believe that souls and spirits do exist not only in humans, but also in all 

natural objects such as animals, plants, trees, rocks etc. 
 

• They strictly follow animistic religious beliefs or they called it as pandang-

larang in Malay. 
 

• Globalisation – often pressure them into conversion from animistic beliefs to 

other religion, particularly Islam (Tacey, 2013).  
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Animistic Beliefs 
 

 

•Moving from place to place in the forest is one of their traditional practices to 

find new sources of food, and when there is something happens for example a 

death or severe illness of their family members. 

 
 

•A unique tradition of hanging the body of death on a big tree in the deep forest 

which is still practising until now.  
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Positive perspective 
on conservation as 
livelihood is highly 
linked to the forest  

Conflicting  
Views 

Concerning the presence of 

regulations and enforcement, 

Batek are prohibited from 

commercial hunting and selling 

all those jungle products. E.g. 

damar is one of the valuable 

forest products which could be 

sold at a good price.   

… Perhilitan has some problems with our 

community. If we want to sell the forest 

products we will definitely have problems. 

We are not satisfied with that.     

RESULTS & DISCUSSION 3 

As native to the lands, 
they have full rights 

over the use of forest 
resources 



 

• Indigenous cultural and traditional practices - as the prime contributor to 

supportive attitudes. 
 

• Batek have a strong spiritual tie to the rainforest and both are interrelated as 

they rely upon each other.   
 

• A conflict between the park management and the Batek (Teh & Nik Norma, 

2015).  
 

• Balance between biodiversity conservation, natural resources, utilisation and 

the needs of indigenous people is often wrought with conflict (Kimbrough, 

2013).         
 

  

 

 

CONCLUSION 4 



 

 

• This study concludes that understanding on how the Batek communicating 

their sustainability practices could contribute to preserve the cultural rights of 

the aborigines, their ‘supermarket’ and the national park, at the same time.   

 
 

• Protecting the forest means safeguarding their aboriginal cultural, social, 

spiritual and heritage value which remain unchanged for over thousands 

years.  
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