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Celebrating Hong Kong Films 
 

My First of May, led by Kwok, serves as the opening film of the Hong Kong Film Gala 

Presentation. 

 

 

RENOWNED singer-actor Aaron Kwok is set to meet fans in Malaysia during the Hong Kong 

Film Gala Presentation, happening from Sept 20 to 28 at the Aurum Theatre, The Exchange 

TRX in Kuala Lumpur. 

The showcase will feature six Hong Kong titles – including the opening film My First Of 

May, alongside Fight For Tomorrow, Good Game, Four Trails, True Love and For Once In 

My Life. 

Adding to the excitement, a special re-screening of Kwok’s 2019 film I’m Livin’ It, with the 

59-year-old superstar himself joining audiences for the celebration. 

The Heavenly King will also attend the opening ceremony and the post-screening talk of My 

First Of May – a heartfelt story about a father reconciling with his ill daughter. 

“I’m so happy that My First Of May is the opening film for the Kuala Lumpur stop. 

Malaysian audiences have always been supportive of Hong Kong films, especially realistic 

stories with strong emotions,” he said in a statement. 
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The Hong Kong Film Gala Presentation aims to share the love and connection between 

filmmakers and audiences. 

This year’s theme is “To Endeavour”, which honours the dedication and collaborative spirit 

of directors, actors, action choreographers and more in bringing powerful stories to the big 

screen. 

Other celebrities who will be attending the showcase in KL include Fight For Tomorrow star 

Locker Lam and award-winning filmmaker Robin Lee, who will be representing his 

documentary Four Trails. 

Additionally, a series of talks will be taking place at Tunku Abdul Rahman University of 

Management and Technology as part of the gala. 

The spotlight falls on Kwok, who will be offering students an inspiring perspective on 

perseverance and growth as he reflects on his artistic journey from stage to screen. 

 

Action directors MJ Chan and Ken Law, representing Fight For Tomorrow and Good Game, 

will discuss the craft of Hong Kong’s action cinema. 

Meanwhile, directors Lee and James Hung will headline a special session titled “Storytelling 

Across Documentary And Drama”, which explores different approaches to narrative. 

From Sept 20 to Oct 2, an exhibition titled “Weaving Dreams: Artistry In Film” will run at the 

Aurum Theatre, featuring a curated showcase of texts, music and visuals drawn from the six 

participating films. 

Exclusive souvenirs designed by Hong Kong illustrator Toballki – drawing inspiration from 

Hong Kong cinema – will also be available as part of the cross-disciplinary project “Together 

We Dare To Crossover.” 

More details can be found on GSC’s official website, Facebook page and mobile app. 
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#SHOWBIZ: More than just eye candy: Aaron Kwok embraces gritty roles
| New Straits Times

5-6 minutes

KUALA LUMPUR: Playing an unattractive former sportsman is a far cry from Hong Kong legend Aaron Kwok's usual image as

a dashing leading man.

However, it's precisely these gritty roles that he loves most, as they bring him awards and prove to fans that he is "more than

just eye candy."

"As long as I'm fit and strong, I'll push myself to the limits and play people who are gritty and tragic, especially because that's

what viewers like these days," he said at the launch of the Hong Kong Film Gala Presentation – Kuala Lumpur, held at The

Aurum Theatre in The Exchange TRX yesterday.

The superstar met and greeted Malaysian moviegoers at the Gala Presentation, which runs until Sept 28 and features six

acclaimed Hong Kong films: 'My First of May', 'Fight For Tomorrow', 'Good Game', 'Four Trails', 'True Love', and 'For Once in

My Life'.

Kwok, who admits he will still play "hunky" heroes for his female fans, said the time has come for him to focus on more

"daddy" roles now that he is over 60.

His 2019 film 'I'm Livin' It' was also screened yesterday as the opening movie.

This year's event is themed 'To Endeavour', highlighting filmmaking as a collective act of perseverance.

Kwok also attended the opening ceremony and a post-screening talk for 'My First of May', a heartfelt drama about a father's

reconciliation with his daughter, who has a rare disease.

"I'm so happy that 'My First of May' is being screened in Kuala Lumpur," he said.

"Malaysian audiences have always been supportive of Hong Kong films, especially realistic stories with strong emotions. This

film is about a fallen athlete learning to take responsibility for his family, and I believe it will touch audiences deeply."

Reflecting on the theme, Kwok added, "The character Deng Shuyan is disciplined and determined. Even when life weighs him

down, his spirit of perseverance never fades. For him, fighting for his family is the ultimate expression of endurance."

He also shared that every movie is a new challenge for him.

"I want to create new characters with fresh perspectives that bring a new style to each film."

Kwok will also join audiences for a re-screening of 'I'm Livin' It', which earned him a Best Actor nomination at the Hong Kong

Film Awards.

Director James Hung praised the event as a "powerful platform to share the love and connection between filmmakers and

audiences."

He explained that his film is about "accepting the mistakes we have made with our families and spending quality time with

them."

Hung added that he chose to create a story that "transcends cultural and language barriers."

Rising actor Locker Lam, acclaimed for his role as a boxer in 'Fight For Tomorrow', expressed his excitement at meeting

Malaysian fans and sharing his film's message of struggle and hope.

Award-winning director Robin Lee, who will present his documentary 'Four Trails', which chronicles the resilience of trail
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runners, hoped his film would connect with a wide audience.

Action directors MJ Chan and Ken Law, representing 'Fight For Tomorrow' and 'Good Game', said they will discuss how Hong

Kong's action traditions are evolving while staying true to their roots.

The gala will also include a series of talks at Tunku Abdul Rahman University of Management and Technology (TARUMT).

Robin Lee and James Hung will lead a session on 'Storytelling Across Documentary and Drama'.

MJ Chan and Ken Law will explore the craft of action cinema in 'Action Choreographer Designs Dialogue'.

Aaron Kwok will lead the session 'Infinite Horizon of Artistry', where he will reflect on his journey from stage to screen, offering

students a perspective on perseverance and growth.

Additionally, an exhibition titled 'Weaving Dreams: Artistry in Film' is being held at The Aurum Theatre, showcasing visuals,

music, and texts from the six featured films.

The event's executive director, Josie Lin, said, "We hope the Kuala Lumpur edition shows audiences the diverse faces of

Hong Kong cinema. From opening films to forums and exhibitions, every element is connected by the spirit of 'Endeavour,'

presenting a full journey of creativity and perseverance."

The event is organised by the Asian Film Awards Academy (AFAA), co-presented by Golden Screen Cinemas (GSC) and

GSC Movies (GSCM), with support from the Cultural and Creative Industries Development Agency (CCIDA), the Film

Development Fund, and the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office in Jakarta.
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