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Long-overdue Amendment To Finas Act To Be Tabled In Parliament Next
Month - Fahmi

4-5 minutes

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 11 (Bernama) -- A long-overdue amendment to the National Film Development Corporation Malaysia

(FINAS) Act 1981 (Act 244) is expected to be tabled for first reading in the Dewan Rakyat next month, said Communications

Minister Datuk Fahmi Fadzil.

He said the proposed amendment aims to improve and modernise the Act to ensure that Malaysia’s film industry continues to

evolve in line with current technological advancements and industry needs.

“This is not just about updating the Act to reflect the latest technological developments...we are also focusing on strengthening

the welfare and rights of those working in film production to ensure a more structured and sustainable environment,” he told

reporters after launching TAR UMT FCCI Film Festival 2025 - Alkisah: The Wonders of Asian Folklore, here today.

Fahmi said that early engagement sessions have also been held with Members of Parliament to clarify the purpose and scope

of the amendment, which is being introduced in response to mounting challenges in the local film industry.

“This is being done for the benefit of the industry. We're looking at long-term sustainability and viability,” he remarked.

Describing the amendment as comprehensive, Fahmi said it marks the first significant revision of the Act in decades.

The update, he explained, is essential to ensure the legislation remains relevant in a rapidly evolving media and creative

landscape.

A key area addressed in the amendment involves the structure of the Finas board of directors. Under the current framework,

industry players and their immediate family members are restricted from receiving grants if they serve on the board -

something Fahmi described as a “barrier to meaningful participation”.

“This has deterred many industry professionals from serving on the board.

“We believe this needs to be harmonised, and we’ve taken this feedback seriously,” he said, adding that active industry

involvement is crucial to ensure the board remains in touch with real-world challenges.

Fahmi also revealed that the government is reviewing the terms of contracts related to the Creative Content Fund under the

Communications Ministry and Finas to ensure that grant recipients uphold the welfare and rights of their workers.

In his speech earlier, Fahmi called on Malaysians, including students and young filmmakers, to continue sharing and

creating stories of peace, unity and diversity as a way to strengthen national identity.

“In this month of celebrating our nation’s birth and the formation of Malaysia, I strongly encourage all of you to continue to be

storytellers of peace, storytellers of unity, storytellers of our communities, and of our diversity, of our nation’s hopes and

aspirations and future,” he said adding that stories are not confined to films but are reflected in everyday life.

Fahmi said the National Month, which encompasses National Day and Malaysia Day celebrations, should bring Malaysians

closer together.

“Malaysia is our home. This is our future. We have to defend it together. We have to continue to live in peace and harmony.

Yes, there are challenges, there’s a lot of work to be done, but that’s what nation-building is. It’s a never-ending process. We

have to continue telling the Malaysian story, in our own way, well into the future,” he said.

He also praised the film festival initiative, saying it provides a valuable platform for students to gain hands-on experience in

film production and better prepare them for the workforce.

-- BERNAMA 
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Fahmi: AI cannot replace humans in filmmaking [WATCH] | New Straits
Times
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KUALA LUMPUR: Artificial Intelligence (AI) will not replace the much-needed human element in storytelling and filmmaking,

Communications Minister Datuk Fahmi Fadzil said today.

"AI cannot replace human agency. We must not hand everything over entirely to AI," he said.

Fahmi made the remarks in his keynote address at the launch of Tunku Abdul Rahman University of Management and

Technology's (TAR UMT) Faculty of Communication and Creative Industries (FCCI) Film Festival, themed 'Alkisah: The

Wonders of Asian Folklore', today.

Also present at the festival's launch were Finas chief executive officer Datuk Azmir Saifuddin Mutalib, TAR UMT Board of

Governors and Alumni Council chairman Tan Sri Chan Kong Choy, and TAR UMT president Professor Datuk Indera Ir Dr Lee

Sze Wei.

Fahmi also reflected on the evolution of filmmaking, noting the shift from costly 35mm celluloid production to the accessibility

of digital tools.

"Back then, when we talked about film, we meant 35mm celluloid. Today, with a handphone, you can do so much more," he

said.

Despite the rapid changes in technology and viewing habits, Fahmi said the industry remains resilient.

"Things are changing, but we will change with the times. Don't be afraid, the industry is robust," he said.

https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2025/09/1273545/fahmi-ai-cannot-replace-humans-filmmaking-watch
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[UPDATED] Govt to table Finas Act amendments in October parliament
sitting | New Straits Times
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KUALA LUMPUR: Amendments to the National Film Development Corporation Malaysia (Finas) Act 1981 will be tabled in the

first week of the October parliamentary sitting.

Communications Minister Datuk Fahmi Fadzil said the proposed amendments aim to safeguard the welfare of artists and

update the Act in line with 21st-century technological advancements.

"This, among others is not just to ensure that the the Act is up to date with the latest technology – not just 35mm Celluloid film.

"We will also prioritise those working in film, shooting, to ensure their welfare is protected in a more organised manner," he

said.

Fahmi told reporters this after the launch of the Tunku Abdul Rahman University of Management and Technology's (TAR UMT)

Faculty of Communication and Creative Industries (FCCI) Film Festival themed 'Alkisah: The Wonders of Asian Folklore'

today.

Fahmi also said that he has instructed early engagement sessions with members of parliament to ensure they understand that

the amendments are made in the best interest of the industry.

He said Finas and the authorities are reviewing the rules that barred filmmakers and their families from receiving grants if they

served on the board.

Earlier this week, the Dewan Negara also passed a law to ensure the welfare of workers – the Gig Workers Bill – which

provided over 1.2 million gig workers the right to better working conditions and safeguards to their welfare.

https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2025/09/1273429/updated-govt-table-finas-act-amendments-october-parliament-sitting
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Penggiat seni perlu berhemah guna AI, jangan korbankan nilai
kemanusiaan

FARIS IZZAT SHAHARUDIN

2-2 minutes

KUALA LUMPUR, 11 September- Penggiat seni diseru memanfaatkan teknologi kecerdasan buatan (AI) dengan berhemah

tanpa mengorbankan nilai kemanusiaan yang menjadi teras sesebuah karya filem.

Menurut Menteri Komunikasi, Datuk Fahmi Fadzil, perkembangan AI generatif dalam bidang animasi dan perfileman perlu

diterima dengan berhati-hati supaya tidak menenggelamkan peranan pencerita sebenar.

“Sifat manusia sebagai penglipurlara dan pencerita tidak akan mampu diganti oleh teknologi kerana kisah yang dibawa adalah

cerminan budaya dan pengalaman hidup masyarakat,” katanya.

Fahmi berkata demikian ketika berucap pada Majlis Pelancaran TAR UMT FCCI Film Festival 2025 – Alkisah: The Wonders of

Asian Folklore di Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman, hari ini.

Menurut beliau, tema Alkisah yang dipilih bagi festival kali ini juga membawa makna mendalam.

“Alkisah bukan AI. Alkisah ialah kisah kita. Di universiti, kita ada ruang untuk membincangkan, berdebat, bertukar pandangan,

dan mencabar pemahaman semasa.

Saya berharap melalui festival ini, wacana dan dialog sebegini dapat berlaku,” jelasnya.

Selain itu, katanya, AI boleh dimanfaatkan sebagai alat sokongan, misalnya untuk menghasilkan papan cerita atau

penyesuaian skrip.

Bagaimanapun, karya kreatif yang memberi makna sebenar tetap datang daripada imaginasi dan daya fikir manusia.

https://berita.rtm.gov.my/nasional/senarai-berita-nasional/senarai-artikel/penggiat-seni-perlu-berhemah-guna-ai,-jangan-korbankan-nilai-kemanusiaan
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Finas Act to be amended in October to strengthen film industry | Scoop

Sandru Narayanan

2-3 minutes

KUALA LUMPUR — The National Film Development Corporation Malaysia (Finas) Act will be tabled for amendment at the

next Parliament sitting in October, Communications Minister Datuk Fahmi Fadzil said today.

He said the move would mark the first major update to the Act in several years, noting that many of its provisions are no

longer relevant to the realities of today’s film industry.

“We expect the first reading to be tabled in the first week of the Parliament sitting,” he told reporters at a press conference.

Fahmi said he had asked Finas and the ministry to hold early engagement sessions with Members of Parliament to ensure

they understood that the amendments are designed to strengthen the local film industry and safeguard its sustainability.

“We will also address issues around the memberships of the board members,” he added.

The press conference was held in conjunction with the launch of Tunku Abdul Rahman University of Management and

Technology’s (TAR UMT) Film Festival 2025, themed ALKISAH: The Wonders of Asian Folklore.

Commending the initiative, Fahmi praised the university and its students for their creativity and contribution to nurturing

Malaysia’s film industry while cultivating appreciation for local storytelling.

“I applaud TAR UMT and the faculty for organising this festival because we are building a culture of watching films and trying

to understand together,” he said in his keynote address.

Also present at the launch were Finas chief executive officer Datuk Azmir Saifuddin Mutalib, TAR UMT Board of Governors

and Alumni Council chairman Tan Sri Chan Kong Choy, and TAR UMT president Prof Datuk Dr Lee Sze Wei.

Organised by TAR UMT’s Faculty of Communication and Creative Industries (FCCI), the two-day festival (Sept 11–12)

showcases a series of short films produced and curated entirely by students. — September 11, 2025
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