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New graduates celebrate resilience and friendship
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KUALA LUMPUR: It was a day to remember for Tunku Abdul Rahman University
of Management and Technology (TAR UMT) graduates.

Apart from the joy of convocation day, many of them also reflected on how
they navigated the challenges that had come their way.

Lee Xin Hong, who earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Logistics and Supply Chain
Management, recalled how the movement control order imposed during the
pandemic had pushed the students to attend online classes.

“It was difficult to work on assignments, as our communication was limited to
the online space.

“When physical classes resumed, working together was another challenge, as
we had spent so much time apart,” said the 24-year-old when met after the
graduation ceremony here yesterday.

However, Lee attributed her perseverance to the friendships formed while in
TAR UMT.

“We would gather in a study group the night before exams. Sometimes, up to
20 of us would be together until late in the night. It’s moments like these that
make the whole journey special,” she said.

Syed Saiful Nizam Syed Mubarat, 44, said the convocation was memorable, as
his wife and three children were there to witness him receiving his Master’s in
Construction Contract Management.

“Balancing work, family and studies was a challenge, but with their support, |
managed to complete my studies,” said Syed Saiful Nizam, who is with the
Public Works Department.

A graduate, who wanted to be known only as Lalitha, described her journey as
one of perseverance and self-belief.

Lalitha, who completed her Master’s in English studies, admitted that there
were moments she considered quitting her studies.

“I'had to travel from Seremban and self-fund my studies. | did think of giving
up, but | pushed through it, and here | am today,” said Lalitha, who came with
her mother, husband and 12-year-old daughter.

The September convocation ceremony will feature 62 postgraduate students,
1,517 degree holders and 2,483 diploma graduates.

The convocation, which began yesterday, will continue today and on Sept 27
and Sept 28. A total of 8,186 students have graduated from TAR UMT
campuses nationwide as of September this year.
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Two conferred TAR UMT honorary doctorates

KUALA LUMPUR: Two prominent personalities have been conferred Honorary
Doctorates of Philosophy by the Tunku Abdul Rahman University of Manage-
ment and Technology (TAR UMT).

They are former Cabinet minister Tan Sri Ong Ka Ting and Public Bank Bhd
managing director and chief executive officer Tan Sri Tay Ah Lek.

In recognition of their contributions to nation-building, education and financial
stewardship, Ong was conferred the Honorary Doctorate of Philosophy in
Economics while Tay was conferred the Honorary Doctorate of Philosophy in
Business.

Ong, the former housing and local government minister, said the accolade was
especially meaningful as he was once a pre-university student there.

“To stand here today as TAR UMT confers this recognition upon me truly feels
like | am coming home,” said Ong, the former TAR College chairman from 2004
to 2011.

Equally important, the former MCA president said, is how TAR College — now
TAR UMT — has been true to its mission of providing affordable and quality
education.

“For countless young Malaysians from financially challenged families, this
institution was the gateway to a brighter future, breaking the chains of poverty
and opening doors to new opportunities,” he said.

Ong has also served as Special Envoy to China and the Malaysia-China Business
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Council chairman for over a decade.

He was presented with the Honorary Doctorate of Philosophy in Economics by
TARC Education Foundation Board of Trustees chairman Datuk Seri Dr Wee Ka
Siong.

Meanwhile, TAR UMT Board of Governors and Alumni Council chairman Tan Sri
Chan Kong Choy presented Tay with the Honorary Doctorate of Philosophy in
Business.

In his speech, Tay paid tribute to Public Bank founder Tan Sri Teh Hong Piow,
whom he described as his “lifetime mentor”.

“Mentorship is not simply about guidance but inspiration, trust and belief.
“The world is truly at your feet once you find the right mentor and that
chemistry exists.

“I was blessed beyond measure to have that bond as the lessons imparted
continue to guide me, and the opportunities he (Teh) entrusted me with
continue to inspire me,” he said.

Tay expressed pride in being associated with TAR UMT, alongside being able to
witness the institution shaping a Malaysian workforce that aspires for
excellence.

“TAR UMT'’s remarkable achievements are a source of pride for Malaysia.
“It is a shining example of what vision, perseverance and service to society can
achieve,” he added.
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